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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

SABBATH  CONVENTION. 


The  delegateshaving  assembled  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
according  to  the  published  invitation,  the  Convention  was 
organized  temporarily,  on  motion  of  Dr.  James  Coffey,  by 
calling  Moses  Cannon,  Esq.  of  Cambria,  to  the  chair,  and  ap<- 
pointing  J.  M.  Gibbon  and  Samuel  Wampler,  Secretaries. 

The  sermon  with  which  it  had  been  intended  to  open  the 
meeting  was  deferred,  and  the  business  was  introduced  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  French  of  the  Baptist  church. 

A committee,  comprising  one  member  from  each  delegation, 
was  appointed : 


1st,  to  prepare  a list  of  the  several  delegations; 

2d,  to  nominate  permanent  officers; 

3d,  to  appoint  a committee  of  nine  on  Business  ; 

4th,  “ “ of  nine  on  Address ; 

5th,  “ “ of  five  on  Finance. 

This  committee  embraced  the  following  members,  viz : 


Win.  Nelson,  Hollidaysburg, 

Henry  Kratzer,  Johnstown, 

Jos.  Adams,  Esq.,  Williamsburg, 
Geo.  W.  Hortan,  Frankstown, 

H.  M’Neal,  Duncansville, 

Wm.  D.  Shaw,  Alexandria, 

Henry  A.  Spang,  Yellow  Springs, 
Jno.  Kerr,  Huntingdon, 

James  Lane,  Mill  Creek, 

Henry  Brewster,  Esq.,  Shirley, 
Rev.  M.  Graham,  Newton  Hamilton 
J.  V.  Criswell,  M’Veytown, 

C.  Wighton,  Spruce  Creek, 

Jno.  Williams,  Ebensburg, 


Martin  Bell,  Antis, 

David  Tate,  Esq.,  Gaysport, 

Elijah  Ferry,  Neury, 

George  Flick,  Sinking  Valley, 

Henry  Shoemaker,  Martinsburg, 

E.  Buck,  Woodberry, 

Robt.  Ralston,  Middle  Woodberry, 
Peter  Tippery,  Water  Street, 

J.  C.  M’Lanahan,  Bedford, 

James  Chambers,  Half  Moon, 

Jno.  Nickademus,  South  Woodberry, 
Sami.  Hoover,  South  Woodberry, 
Valentine  Bailey,  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Doctor  G.  Thomas,  Alleghany. 


During  the  absence  of  the  committee,  the  Convention  was 
occupied  in  the  discussion  of  a resolution  offered  by  Rev.  Mr. 
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Powell,  similar  to  one  afterwards  presented  by  the  committee 
on  business. 

The  committee  on  the  organization,  nominated  permanent 
officers.  Their  report  was_adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

President. — William  OrbisoN,  Esq. 

Vice  Presidents. — William  Reed,  John  Kerr,  Moses  Cannon, 
John  Porter,  Samuel  Shaffer,  Daniel  Stayley,  Isaac  Rhodes, 
Esqrs.,  and  Rev.  B.  Blake. 

Secretaries. — John  Sharar,  Samuel  Wampler,  J.  M.  Gibbony, 
Esqrs. 

Committee  on  Address. — Messrs.  Rev.  D.  M’Kinney,  B.  E. 
Collins,  W.  J.  Gibson,  A.  K.  Bell,  J.  Peebles,  P.  Anaslatt, 
H.  Baker,  Mr.  Willard,  Mr.  Laitzle. 

Committee  on  Business. — Messrs.  W.  C.  M’Cormick,  Jona. 
M’Williams,  George  W.  Horton,  Martin  Bell,  Dr.  Jas.  Coffey, 
James  Templeton,  Chas.  W.  Askem,  S.  H.  Smith,  John 
Aurandt. 

Committee  on  Finance. — Messrs.  R.  Williams,  J.  V.  Criswell, 
J.  K.  Neff,  Sami.  Hoover,  G.  B.  Young,  H.  Kinkead,  Wil- 
liam Bell. 

Convention  then  adjourned  till  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  Concluded 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  P.  Hassinger,  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

3 o’clock  P.  M. 

Convention  met  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Hance,  of  the  Methodist  church. 

The  committee  on  business  reported  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  numbered  one  to  ten.  The  report  was  accept- 
ed, and  the  resolutions  were  taken  up  separately,  discussed, 
amended  and  adopted,  and  are  as  follows : 

“ Whereas,  the  infinitely  wise  and  beneficent  Creator  has,  from  the  begin- 
ning; of  the  world,  appointed  the  Sabbath  as  a day  of  sacred  rest,  and  adapted 
it  to  promote  the  physical,  intellectual  and  spiritual  well  being  of  mankind  : 

“And  whereas  religion,  morality,  industry,  intelligence  and  every  other 
virtue  that  secures  national  and  individual  prosperity  and  happiness,  prevails 
in  proportion  as  this  law  is  regarded  : 

“And  whereas  the  founders  of  our  republican  institutions  have  wisely 
enacted  laws,  requiring  abstinence  from  secular  labour  and  vain  amusements 
on  that  holy  day  : Therefore, 

“ L Resolved,  That  obedience  to  the  law  of  God  ; a due  regard  to  the 
usages  of  our  honoured  forefathers,  and  to  the  laws  enacted  by  them  ; and  a 
desire  to  secure  the  prevalence  of  public  faith,  and  private  virtue,  as  well  as 
individual  and  national  prosperity,  require  of  every  citizen  to ‘Remember 
the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.’  ” 

Several  points  embraced  in  this  important  resolution,  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Hassinger  and  Mr.  Powell. 

The  divine  authority  of  the  Sabbath,  institutedYn  Paradise; 
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its  sacred  observance  enjoined  in  the  decalogue — and  the 
central  place  it  has  ever  occupied  in  the  system  of  means, 
which  Infinite  Wisdom  has  employed,  for  the  promotion  of 
religion,  were  briefly  shown. 

The  reverence  of  our  forefathers  for  the  Sabbath,  as  evinced 
by  the  usages  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  the  laws 
which  they  enacted,  was  adduced  as  an  example  worthy  of 
our  imitation. 

It  was  shown  that  we  were  a Christian  people,  in  contradis- 
tinction from  Pagan  or  Mahomedan;  and  that  the  civil 
protection,  which  was  given  to  the  fundamental  institutions  of 
Christianity,  such  as  the  Sabbath  is,  while  it  was  no  approxima- 
tion to  a union  of  Church  and  State,  was  essential  to  national 
prosperity  and  social  order. 

No  nation  had  ever  existed,  or  could  exist,  in  a prosperous 
condition,  without  some  form  of  religion. 

While  we  as  a nation  embraced  the  Christian  religion  in  its 
broadest  sense,  repudiating  the  favouring  of  one  sect  more  than 
another,  we  were  bound  to  respect  the  fundamental  institutions 
of  Christianity. 

It  was  noticed,  that  the  Jew  and  the  Sabbatarian  could  have 
no  reasonable  scruples  in  observing  the  same  time  that  we  do. 
We  both  observe  a seventh  portion  of  time.  They  do  not 
observe  the  same  identical  time  that  was  hallowed  in  Eden,  or 
in  Palestine,  for  if  they  did,  they  would  commence  their 
Sabbaths  twelve  hours  sooner  than  they  do.  They  observe  a 
whole  day,  as  designated  to  us  by  the  revolution  of  the  earth. 
If  two  travellers  were  to  set  out  from  Palestine,  and  come 
to  this  country  in  the  same  time,  the  one  a Jew,  travelling 
in  an  easterly,  and  the  other  a Christian,  travelling  in  a west- 
erly direction,  on  arriving  here,  the  Jew  would  date  his  time 
one  day  in  advance  of  the  Christian;  that  is,  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1846,  of  the  Christian’s  date,  which  was  Sabbath, 
would  be  the  21st  of  September,  or  Monday,  with  the  Jew; 
so  that  his  Saturday  would  be  the  Christian’s  Sabbath,  and  they 
would  thus  keep  the  same  day  as  holy  time,  the  one  celebra- 
ting the  glory  of  God  as  exhibited  in  creation,  the  other  his 
glory  as  exhibited  in  redemption. 

As  our  Christian  forefathers  were  known  generally  to  have 
come  here  in  a westerly  direction,  and  some  of  theirs  might 
have  come  by  the  easterly  route,  and  as  there  is  no  Divine  rule 
to  direct  in  which  way  the  reckoning  should  be  obtained,  the 
Jew,  or  Sabbatarian,  can  have  no  valid  objection  against 
observing  the  day  which  we  as  Christians  observe. 

“ II.  Resolved,  That  the  sacred  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  in  a com- 
munity, is  essential  to  the  existence  of  pure  religion. 
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“ III.  Resolved,  That  early  instruction,  and  early  habits,  having  an  all 
important  influence,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  parents  and  guardians  to 
endeavour  zealously  to  train  the  rising  generation  to  the  due  observance  of 
the  Sabbath.” 

Dr.  Coffey  requested  that  these  resolutions  might  not  pass  in 
silence.  Something  should  be  said  to  stir  us  up;  we  needed  to 
be  awaked  to  new  efforts,  that  we  might  return  home  with  our 
zeal  aroused,  and  our  spirits  resolved  on  action.  He  called 
upon  his  brethren,  the  clergy,  to  speak.  He  said,  that  if  good, 
and  much  good  were  not  accomplished  by  this  meeting,  the 
fault  would  be  theirs. 

Mr.  B.  E.  Collins  thought  that  the  truth  of  the  proposition 
was  so  manifest  that  it  could  not  be  disputed.  It  must  be  at 
once  obvious  to  every  person;  and  therefore  the  time  of  the 
meeting  need  not  be  occupied  in  speaking. 

Mr.  D.  M’Kinney  thought  we  needed,  not  so  much  the 
discovery  of  new  truths,  nor  the  establishment  of  old  ones,  as 
we  needed  to  have  our  feelings  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
carrying  out  those  principles  which  were  already  fixed  and 
known.  This  resolution  lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  permanent 
improvement.  Children  should  be  so  well  instructed  on  the 
subject  of  the  Sabbath,  that  their  conscience  would  be  perma- 
nently enlisted  in  its  behalf,  so  that  the  violation  of  it  would  at 
once  be  felt  as  a most  grievous  sin.  They  should  be  made  to  feel 
that  the  fourth  command  is  as  sacred  as  the  first,  or  the  sixth, 
or  any  other.  The  due  remembrance  of  it  should  be  associated 
with  their  soul’s  salvation.  They  should  also  know  its  advan- 
tages in  a physical  and  a national  point  of  view.  They  should 
be  accustomed  to  observe  it,  and  to  see  it  observed,  from  their 
earliest  days;  that  this  habit,  with  all  her  powerful  influences, 
might  impel  them  to  keep  one  day  in  seven  “ holy  to  the  Lord.” 
All  experience  proved  that  strictly  Sabbath-keeping  families 
would  rear  up  Sabbath-keeping  men;  and  that  where  principles 
were  not  early  instilled,  and  habits  early  formed,  a consistent 
future  conduct  could  hardly  be  expected.  It  then  behooved 
parents  and  guardians  to  feel  themselves  charged  with  all  the 
deeply  important  interests  of  the  community,  and  with  preser- 
ving the  honour  of  the  divine  institution.  Hence  it  was  well  for 
us  to  remind  each  other  of  our  responsibilities,  and  to  endeavour 
to  incite  one  another  to  the  due  discharge  of  known  duties. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Bell  concurred  in  the  sentiment  that  early  training 
was  all  important,  and  lay  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  hopes 
for  a Sabbath-keeping  community.  Tfie  old  Puritans  and 
Covenanters  might  have  been  too  strict  and  punctilious  in 
restraining  their  children  on  the  Lord’s  day ; but  if  so,  we  had 
gone  astray  ten  times  as  far  on  the  side  of  laxity.  He  greatly 
desired  to  see  a reformation. 
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Mr.  French  heartily  approved  of  the  resolution  and  gave  it 
his  cordial  support.  He  had  been  for  five  years  a Missionary 
in  the  West,  and  had  much  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  good 
effects,  and  the  enduring  influence  of  early  training.  When 
he  was  operating  in  a region  settled  by  emigrants  from  Sabbath- 
keeping portions  of  the  old  States,  his  congregations  were  large, 
orderly,  and  attentive ; and  the  Sabbath  was  a day  of  rest,  and 
a holy  day.  But  in  districts  of  country  settled  from  other 
parts  of  the  old  States,  things  were  vastly  different.  The 
Sabbath  was  there  devoted  to  labour,  amusements,  visiting  or 
dissipation;  and  it  “was  difficult  to  induce  people  to  assemble 
for  worship.” 

“IV,  Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  accumulating  evidence  that  Sabbath 
labour  is  not  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  business,  particularly 
in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  and  passengers  on  our  public  thorough- 
fares ; and  that  the  success  of  the  experiments  in  this  respect  made  on  the 
Delaware  Division,  on  the  Lehigh,  and  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canals, 
as  well  as  on  most  of  the  rail-roads  in  New  England,  is  sufficient  to  remove 
all  reasonable  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  viewed  merely  in  its 
effects  on  business  and  travel;  while  the  evil  results  of  the  profanation  of 
the  Sabbath  on  our  own  lines  are  manifestly  and  extensively  obvious.” 

The  statements  set  forth  in  this  resolution  were  ably  supported 
by  Messrs  Powell  and  Hance,  by  narrations  of  what  them- 
selves had  observed  and  learned  along  the  lines  of  canal,  and  by 
written  documents.  In  illustration  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
resolution  a letter  to  the  Convention  from  a lock-tender  was 
read.  An  extract  is  as  follows  ; 

“ There  are  various  causes  to  which  may  be  traced  this 
violation  of  the  Sabbath.  The  two  most  prominent  of  these 
are,  1st,  the  running  of  the  packets,  2nd,  the  regulations  of  the 
canal,  one  of  which  is,  that  section  boats,  in  passing  over  the 
rail-road,  take  their  turn  according  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  in 
port,  without  any  regard  to  the  Sabbath,  so  that  a boat  lying  by 
on  the  Sabbath  day  has  to  wait  until  all  others  that  ran  into 
port  ahead  of  them,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  are  drawn  out  and 
started  on  their  journey  over  the  rail-road.  This,  even  in  a 
time  of  ordinary  business  on  the  canal,  will  occasion  a delay 
to  the  boat  lying  by  on  the  Sabbath,  of  two  or  three  days. 

“ But  I believe  the  whole  cause  of  the  violation  of  the 
Sabbath  on  our  canals,  may  ultimately  be  attributed  to  the 
running  of  the  packets.  I have  conversed  on  the  subject  with 
many  intelligent  Captains  of  boats,  and  they  have  repeatedly 
told  me  they  did  not  wish  to  run  on  the  Sabbath  day ; and  they 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  line  of  the  canal  closed  on  that 
day.  But  they  let  the  packets  run,  and  other  boats  think  they 
have  as  good  a right  to  run  on  the  Sabbath  as  the  packets,  and 
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so  they  run,  and  then  to  save  our  time  we  must  run ; and 
thus  the  whole  sinful  machinery  is  put  in  motion  by  this  one 
powerful  cause.  Stop  the  packets,  and  not  allow  boats,  arriving 
in  port  on  the  Sabbath,  to  take  precedence  on  the  rail-road, 
and  you  stop  at  once  all  boating  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

“ I have  said  that  line  boats  run  on  the  Sabbath.  This  I 
would  qualify  by  stating  it  has  been  to  a very  limited  extent. 
But  I would  also  state,  that  however  limited  it  may  have  been,  its 
evil  effects  are  great.  These  boats  are  owned  by  men  standing 
in  a commanding  station  in  society.  And  when  they  come 
out  to  encourage  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath,  their  influence 
is  felt  through  the  whole  extent  of  our  vast  improvements. 

“I  need  not  point  out  to  the  Convention  the  many  alarming 
consequences  springing  out  of  this  great  evil.  They  can  see 
them,  and  can  more  fully  point  them  out.  But  I would  state 
one  fact,  which  should  arrest  the  attention  immediately  of  our 
Canal  Commissioners.  The  public  works  are  more  abused  and 
injured  on  that  one  day,  than  any  one  week  or  even  month  in  the 
whole  season.  Wearied  with  the  whole  week’s  attendance  on 
the  lock,  day  and  night,  when  the  time  comes  that  the  law 
allows  him  rest  from  his  toilsome  and  disagreeable  vocation, 
the  lock-tender  longs  for  rest,  and  leaves  the  boatmen  to  wait 
on  themselves.  Jn  doing  this,  many  of  them  pay  no  regard  to 
what  injury  they  do.  The  gates  are  injured,  the  levels  are  run 
down  by  the  wilful  leaving  open  of  the  wickets,  and  in  many 
instances,  the  navigation  is  stopped  on  Monday,  in  consequence 
of  the  careless  conduct  of  the  boatmen  on  the  Sabbath.  To 
compel  the  lock-tender  to  watch  over  all  their  acts  on  this  day 
and  the  night  of  Saturday  and  Sunday,  would  be  to  rob  him  of 
the  pittance  of  rest  which  he  has  now,  which  would  be  as 
unjust  as  it  would  be  oppressive.”  ( See  Appendix .) 

“V.  Resolved,  That,  as  the  use  of  the  public  works  on  the  Sabbath  is 
attended  with  a lamentable  depravation  of  morals  in  the  whole  community 
residing  on  the  line  of  them,  and  does  not  even  secure  any  permanent 
pecuniary  advantage  to  individuals,  companies,  or  the  Commonwealth;  we 
feel  solemnly  bound  to  exert  our  influence  in  every  appropriate  way  to 
prevent  this  evil  from  being  continued  among  us,  and  from  being  entailed 
on  our  posterity ; and  we  earnestly,  and  respectfully  request  the  proper 
authorities  to  direct  that  these  works  shall  not  be  used  on  that  day.  And 
at  the  same  time  we  express  our  conviction,  that  the  action  herein  proposed, 
will  receive  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  community  represented  in  this 
Convention. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  forwarded  to 
the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners;  and  if  they  shall  not  deem  the  powers, 
already  conferred  on  them  by  the  Legislature,  sufficient  to  direct  the  cessa- 
tion of  business  on  the  Lord’s  day,  as  contemplated  in  that  resolution,  that 
they  be  respectfully  requested  to  refer  the  subject,  with  such  suggestions  as 
they  may  deem  necessary,  to  the  next  Legislature,  in  season  to  secure 
their  early  attention  to  the  subject.” 
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These  resolutions  were  advocated  by  Messrs.  A.  K.  Bell, 
Hance  and  Powell.  It  was  shown,  that  now  was  the  time  for 
decided  action  ; that  the  public  mind  was  generally  in  favour 
of  closing  the  Canals  and  Rail-roads  on  the  Sabbath — moral 
means  had  been  used — much  information  had  been  communi- 
cated. Citizens  said,  let  the  works  be  closed — captains  of 
boats,  hands,  locktenders,  forwarding  merchants,  all  said, 
let  the  works  be  closed — let  business  cease  on  the  part  of 
packets,  forwarders  and  all  others;  each  was  disposed  to  say, 
do  not  ask  us  to  stop,  while  others  are  permitted  to  proceed. 
And,  moreover,  the  sanguine  were  becoming  somewhat  dis- 
couraged; efforts  were,  in  some  quarters,  being  relaxed;  the 
hopes  of  some  friends  were  languishing;  some  individuals  and 
lines  which  had  adopted  at  least  partially  the  Sabbath-keeping 
principles,  finding  that  the  practice  was  not  rapidly  becoming 
general,  were  occasionally  violating  their  purpose,  and  there 
was  danger  that  they  would  yield  entirely.  On  all  these 
accounts,  now  was  the  time  for  prompt  and  efficient  action. 
There  was  but  little  room  to  doubt  but  that  the  public  senti- 
ment would  fully  sustain  the  public  officers,  should  they  decide 
firmly,  and  maintain  their  decision  with  energy,  no  longer  to 
keep  open  either  the  canals  or  rail-roads  on  the  day  of 
sacred  rest. 

Mr.  Bingham,  of  Huntingdon  county,  heartily  coincided  with 
these  sentiments,  and  thought  we  ought  not  to  relax  our  efforts 
till  the  objects  contemplated  in  these  resolutions  was  attained. 
We  had  delayed  too  long  already  ; we  must  do  so  no  more. 

“VII.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  delegations  to 
call  meetings,  in  their  several  towns,  to  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  and  adopt  measures  to  promote  harmonious  co-operation  in 
securing  the  objects  contemplated  in  them  ; and  that  the  chairman  of  each 
delegation  be  charged  with  the  carrying  out  of  this  recommendation.’’ 


This  resolution  was  cordially  received  by  the  meeting.  It 
was  considered  that  our  exertions  should  not  cease  with  this 
Convention;  but  that  its  sentiments  and  feelings  should  be 
spread  throughout  the  communities  here  represented.  We 
would  ourselves  act,  and  invite  all  to  co-operate.  In  token  of 
unanimity  and  fixedness  of  purpose,  the  whole  assembly  rose 
in  giving  their  affirmative  vote. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  now  suspended,  and 
the  Committee  on  Finance  reported  the  following,  which  was 
adopted,  viz. 

“ Resolved,  That  a collection  be  now  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  raisino- 
funds  to  pay  for  the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven5- 
tion,  and  also  for  defraying  the  incidental  expenses;  the  overplus,  if  any,  to 
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be  applied  to  the  procuring  and  circulating  of  permanent  Sabbath  docu- 
ments along  our  various  state  improvements.” 

In  support  of  this  resolution,  a letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Somerset,  was  read,  approving  the  design  of  the  convention, 
and  enclosing  a dollar  toward  the  expenses.  It  was  also  warm- 
ly advocated  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Bell,  and  others. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution,  the  sum  of  $68  was  con- 
tributed by  the  meeting. 

Adjourned  till  o’clock,  P.  M.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Willard,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

o’clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  met  and  opened  with  singing  by  the  choir. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church.  Singing  again  by  the  choir.  The  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  on  business,  was  now 
resumed. 

“ VIII.  Resolved , That  united  Christian  effort  is  of  vast  importance  in 
promoting  the  object  we  have  in  view  ; and  to  this  end  we  recommend  a 
quarterly  or  semi-annual  union  meeting  of  evangelical  Christians  in  all  our 
villages  and  townships  ; at  which  meetings  it  is  suggested  that  the  pastors 
of  the  different  churches,  shall  preach  in  rotation  on  the  subject  of  the  Sab- 
bath.” 

The  beneficial  influence  of  Christian  union  was  urged  by 
Messrs.  Bingham  and  M’Kinney.  There  were  several  great 
questions,  and  this  was  one  of  them,  on  which  all  the  friends 
of  true  religion  could  act  in  concert.  Such  occasions  should 
be  embraced  to  bring  Christians  more  together,  and  let  them 
know  each  other  belter.  They  would  then  cherish  more  of 
mutual  esteem  and  brotherly  love,  and  bear  a higher  testimony 
for  their  master,  and  exert  a more  powerful  influence  toward 
the  conversion  of  the  world. 

“ IX.  Resolved , That  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  on  the  Sabbath,  is 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  an  awful  desecration  of  the  day,  and 
calls  for  an  emphatic  expression  of  the  deep  indignation  of  an  injured  com- 
munity.” 

The  importance  and  the  propriety  of  the  expression  of  this 
sentiment,  was  showm  by  Messrs.  D.  M’Kinney,  A.  K.  Bell, 
and  others.  It  was  argued,  that  tavern  drinking,  with  its  ac- 
companiments, was  one  of  the  crying  profanations  of  the 
Lord’s  day.  It  was  more  injurious  by  far  than  all  the  travel- 
ling and  transportation  on  our  public  works.  The  public  im- 
provements were  but  a line  meandering  the  State,  but  the 
country  was  defiled  throughout  with  public  houses.  In  our 
villages  and  along  our  highways,  almost  without  exception, 
liquor  is  sold  and  drank  at  those  houses,  and  at  small  groceries. 
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Youth  are  enticed.  Apprentices,  labourers,  men  of  business 
are  enticed  to  spend  in  drinking,  and  revelry,  and  profanity, 
the  relaxation  from  employment  which  is  afforded  by  the  Sab- 
bath. This  evil  is  carried  to  such  an  extent,  that  with  very 
many,  the  day  is  far  worse  desecrated  in  the  dram  shop  and 
tavern,  than  it  would  be  in  the  work-shop,  or  on  the  canal. 
The  laws  of  the  land  were  violated.  The  morals  of  the  com- 
munity were  polluted.  The  peace  and  quiet  of  the  Sabbath 
were  disturbed,  to  the  annoyance  of  innocent  neighbours,  who 
wished  to  enjoy  the  day  of  rest  in  retirement  and  in  public 
worship.  These  violations  were  notorious,  and  yet  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  punish  them  by  law.  Orderly  men  did  not  wish  to  be- 
come informers;  neither  was  it  easy,  though  the  facts  were 
most  obvious,  to  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  being  able  to  bear 
a direct  testimony.  They  could  not  be  expected  to  take  a place 
in  a grog-shop  or  bar-room  on  the  Sabbath,  and  then  tarry  to 
see  the  liquor  actually  given  out  and  drank,  and  the  money  for 
it  paid.  These  dens  for  drink  have  been  considered  one  great 
objection  against  closing  the  public  works  on  the  Sabbath,  be- 
cause boatmen  and  boys  and  travellers  must  necessarily  be 
from  home,  and  hence  would  be  tempted  to  spend  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  day  in  circumstances  highly  derogatory  to  the 
Sabbath,  and  deeply  injurious  to  their  moral  character.  Hence 
the  sale  of  liquor  on  the  Sabbath  should  be  frowned  upon  by 
an  abused  community,  and  effectual  measures  should  be  devis- 
ed for  the  banishment  of  the  evil. 

“X.  Resolved,  That  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  divine  blessing  which 
has  hitherto  attended  the  labours  of  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  to  promote  its 
sacred  observance  ; and  we  implore  his  favour  and  guidance  to  insure  final 
success.” 

The  Committee  on  Business  reported  resolutions  eleven  and 
twelve,  which  were  considered  and  adopted,  and  are  as  fol- 
low, viz. 

“XI.  Resolved,  That  as  the  employment  of  missionary  agency  is  essential 
to  the  progress  of  our  cause,  and  as  an  increase  of  funds  is  indispensable  for 
the  sustenance  of  labourers,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  it,  we 
therefore  consider  it  incumbent  on  the  members  of  this  Convention  to  use 
their  influence  to  have  collections  taken  up  in  the  different  churches  to 
which  they  belong — the  amount  raised  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Philadelphia  association. 

“ XII.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  would  express  gratitude  to  the 
Philadelphia  Sabbath  Association,  for  their  zealous  exertion  in  the  cause 
we  wish  to  advance.  And  we  trust  that  a kind  Providence  will  make  them 
in  his  hands  the  means  of  greatly  extended  good,  and  we  commend  them  to 
the  favourable  regard  of  the  Christian  public.  And  further,  we  commend 
to  the  patronage  of  all  our  friends  who  have  business  on  the  public  works, 
those  lines  and  those  individual  transporters,  who  have  conducted  their 
business  on  the  Sabbath-keeping  principle.” 
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The  preamble  to  the  resolutions  was  now  adopted.  Mr.  T. 
Mitchell  said  he  had  hoped  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  meeting  as  a silent  member,  but  being  called  upon 
he  would  endeavour  to  say  something.  The  preamble  with 
propriety  recurred  to  the  truth  that  the  Sabbath  was  divinely 
instituted,  and  coeval  with  the  human  race.  This  being  ad- 
mitted, we  have  the  fullest  assurance  that  its  proper  observ- 
ance must  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  mankind. 

Man  has  physicial,  intellectual,  and  spiritual  interests.  These 
are  all  promoted  by  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath.  When 
man  rebelled  in  Eden,  the  ground  was  cursed  for  his  sake,  and 
he  was  condemned  to  painful  and  exhausting  toil.  But  there 
was  an  alleviation.  It  was  not  to  be  unremitting  toil.  A day 
of  rest,  a holy  Sabbath  was  still  allowed  to  man.  Physical  ex- 
ertion, without  any  relaxation,  must  soon  wear  out  the  body, and 
bring  it  to  a premature  grave.  Hence  our  Creator  has  wisely 
and  kindly  given  us  one  day  in  seven,  as  a cessation  from 
labour. 

Nor  is  it  less  important  that  the  mind  should  rest  than  the 
body.  Intense  application  of  the  mental  powers  during  six 
days  out  of  seven,  is  as  much  as  can  be  endured  with  safety. 
Neglect  of  the  Sabbath  as  a day  of  rest  has  proved  disastrous 
to  many  intellectual  men.  The  mind  not  being  allowed  to 
slacken  its  exertions  has  given  way,  and  he  who  was  the  pride 
of  science  and  literature,  has  become  a madman. 

But  it  is  in  a spiritual  point  of  view  more  especially,  that  the 
importance  of  the  Sabbath  appears.  It  is  a day  of  sacred  rest, 
a day  of  “ holy  convocation.”  It  is  commemorative  of  the 
work  of  creation.  It  reminds  the  Christian  of  the  resurrection 
of  his  Lord  from  the  power  of  the  grave.  These  truths  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  the  Christian  religion.  Let  the  Sabbath  be 
no  longer  observed,  and  these  fundamental  truths  will  soon  be 
lost  sight  of.  There  will  be  no  Christianity — no  true  religion. 
Then,  as  we  value  the  interests  of  our  own  souls,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  our  fellow  men,  let  us  “ keep  the  Sabbath.” 

Mr.  Powell  offered  the  following,  which  was  discussed  and 
adopted,  viz. 

“ Resolved , That  we  rejoice  in  the  evidence  already  elicited,  that  labour 
can  at  least  be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  entirely  dispensed  with  on  the 
Sabbath,  in  iron  works,  and  we  call  the  attention  of  iron  masters  to  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Ohio,  and  earnestly  request  them  to  adopt  the  same 
practice  as  far  as  practicable.” 

Mr.  Powell  said,  that  ignorance  of  the  process  of  making 
iron,  and  of  the  difficulties  attending  an  entire  cessation  of 
labour  on  the  Sabbath  in  that  business,  had  prevented  him  from 
taking  public  notice  of  the  subject,  much  sooner  than  he  had  done. 
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As  he  believed  it  would  yet  be  clearly  shown,  that  all  lawful 
business  could  be  prosecuted  to  better  advantage,  by  labouring 
six  days  in  the  week,  than  seven,  he  rejoiced  in  being  able  to 
present  to  the  public  such  testimony,  in  favour  of  this  position, 
as  that  contained  in  Mr.  Hamilton’s  letter. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Bell  said,  that  in  conducting  forges,  there  was 
no  need  for  labour  on  the  Sabbath  ; but  on  the  subject  of 
furnaces,  he  was  not  so  clear.  He  thought  that  more  time 
would  be  lost  than  barely  the  day  on  which  the  work  was 
intermitted  ; that  it  would  require  a considerable  consumption 
of  fuel  and  time  on  Monday,  to  bring  the  furnace  fairly  to  a 
working  state,  after  twenty-four  hours  cessation,  but  he  greatly 
desired  that  a fair  and  full  trial  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Kemp  thought  that  there  would  be  no  time  lost ; that 
the  blast  was  used  only  to  increase  the  heat,  and  make  the  ore 
melt  faster.  Hence  that  the  process  of  melting  would  progress 
slowly,  during  the  Sabbath,  without  either  blast  or  labour ; and 
when  the  Sabbath  was  ended  and  the  blast  restored,  the 
business  would  go  on  as  though  there  had  been  no  interruption. 

Mr.  M.  Bell  was  a practical  iron  master  ; had  made  the 
experiment  of  stopping  his  furnace  on  the  Sabbath,  during  the 
last  summer,  in  several  successive  weeks,  but  was  obliged  to 
abandon  it.  His  ore  was  stubborn.  He  had  encountered 
many  difficulties.  Perhaps  with  milder  ore  and  more  experi- 
ence, the  desired  object  might  be  accomplished.  He  wished 
the  experiment  to  be  honestly  and  thoroughly  made;  meant  to 
try  it  again  ; was  collecting  information;  had  conversed  with 
other  furnace  men  on  the  subject.  His  impression  was,  that  in 
the  most  favourable  circumstances,  from  six  to  eight  hours  of 
Monday  would  be  required  in  the  consumption  of  stock  to 
bring  the  furnace  fairly  to  a working  condition.  The  blast 
was  not  employed  merely  to  make  the  ore  melt  faster,  but  was 
necessary  to  its  melting  at  all,  and  remaining  fluid.  When 
they  wished  to  stop  the  furnace,  it  was  necessary  to  draw  off 
all  the  melted  ore  from  the  hearth,  and  close  her  up  tightly. 
Any  metal  which  remained  in  the  furnace,  and  any  ore  which 
came  down  to  the  hearth,  nearly  in  a state  of  fusion,  became 
chilled  and  hard,  and  impeded  the  after  working  of  the  furnace, 
and  was  very  difficult  to  remove.  Hence  to  make  up  the  heat 
lost  during  the  twenty-four  hours  of  stoppage,  and  to  clear 
the  hearth  of  chilled  iron,  would  require,  as  Before  stated,  six 
to  eight  hours  of  time  and  fuel,  even  in  favourable  circum- 
stances. In  his  own  case,  it  required  twice  or  thrice  as  much; 
still  he  wished  the  trial  to  be  fairly  made,  and  if  it  were  practi- 
cable to  carry  on  the  work  in  that  way,  he  wished  it  to  be  done 
on  the  strictest  Sabbath-keeping  principles. 
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Mr.  Brotherline  was  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  but  he 
wished  it  still  farther  extended. 

Mr.  Green  was  also  a practical  iron  master.  The  forges 
in  Huntingdon  county  were  seldom  blown  up  on  the  Sabbath. 
Such  had  been  the  case  formerly,  but  there  had  been  a change; 
morality  and  religion  had  of  late  years,  made  great  advances 
at  the  iron  works.  An  Iron-works’  Bank  was  now  as  quiet  on 
the  Sabbath,  as  any  village  in  the  land.  Still  he  desired  farther 
improvement.  He  wished  the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Address  was  now  taken  up 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

ADDRESS  ON  THE  SABBATH. 

The  Convention  at  Holliday  slur g,  to  our  Fellow-Citizens  .- — 

Dear  Brethren, — Permit  us  to  address  you  on  a subject  which  lies  very 
near  to  our  hearts,  and  in  which  you,  and  we,  and  our  children,  and  our 
country  have  a deep  and  an  abiding  interest.  The  importance  of  a due  ob- 
servance of  the  day  of  sacred  rest,  is  not  easily  estimated.  Our  social  and 
civil  welfare,  and  our  sentient  and  spiritual  well-being  are  deeply  involved. 
Experience  has  fully  tested  that,  without  a Sabbath,  no  people  will  be  well 
versed  in  religious  knowledge,  nor  strongly  imbued  with  moral  principles; 
and  hence,  will  not  be  well  protected  in  their  social  and  civil  rights,  nor 
well  prepared  for  their  exit  from  time  to  eternity.  We  are  accustomed 
highly  to  value  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  to  estimate  as  above  price  the 
untrammelled  right  of  Christian  worship;  but,  without  a sacred  day  to  study 
the  divine  word,  the  Bible  would  be  an  almost  unused  book;  and,  without 
a known,  and  frequently  recurring,  and  generally  observed  season  for  quiet 
and  peaceful  religious  meetings,  the  liberty  of  social  worship  would  be  a 
privilege  but  rarely  embraced. 

Our  Creator,  who  well  knows  the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  and  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  all  our  wants,  and  who  is  most  disposed  to  do  us 
good,  has  wisely  and  kindly  given  us  the  Sabbath.  He  has  sanctioned  it 
with  laws,  and  hedged  it  in  by  penalties ; and  he  allures  to  its  observance 
by  covenanted  mercies.  But  man  has  greatly  desecrated  the  day.  Multi- 
tudes do  not  observe  it,  or  they  fail  to  keep  it  to  the  ends  for  which  it  was 
instituted.  Other  multitudes  devote  themselves  to  employments  which  ren- 
der a due  remembrance  of  the  day  impracticable.  All  these  not  only  of 
themselves  violate  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath,  but  they  also  hinder  the  pro- 
per sanctification  of  it  by  other  multitudes.  This  is  greatly  to  be  depre- 
cated. 

One  particularly  aggravated  form  in  which  the  evil  occurs,  is  in  the  use 
of  our  State  improvements.  The  evil  is  in  this  case  aggravated,  not  only 
by  the  number  of  the  offenders  and  the  publicity  of  the  offence,  but  also  by 
the  consideration  that  the  authority  of  the  State  actually  hires  out  its  canals 
and  roads  for  Sabbath  labour  and  puts  the  hire  imto  the  public  treasury.  Thus 
the  whole  commonwealth  is  involved  in  the  sin,  and  hence,  every  citizen  is 
bound  in  conscience  to  protest  against  the  iniquity  ; and  is,  as  a free,  effi- 
cient, and  responsible  member  of  the  commonwealth,  called  upon  to  use  his 
influence  to  the  entire  abatement  of  the  evil. 

In  other  countries,  those  who  would  reform  an  abuse  or  obtain  any  great 
social  favour,  must  address  kings  and  princes.  It  is  not  so  among  us.  We 
have  no  distinct  class  of  men  to  whom  we  must  apply  as  the  dispensers  of 
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bounties.  We  address  our  fellow-citizens — men  who,  in  common  with  our- 
selves are  suffering-  the  evil,  and  who  will  be  benefited  by  the  change,  and 
who  have  it  fully  in  their  own  power  to  procure  for  themselves  the  benefits. 
Hence  to  us  the  grand  means  of  producing  a social  reform  is  to  convince  the 
community  that  the  evil  under  which  they  labour  is  not  necessary,  and  to 
point  out  the  way  in  which  it  may  be  removed. 

The  plea  of  necessity  will  hardly  be  urged  in  favour  of  a continued  use  of 
our  public  works  on  the  Sabbath.  Surely  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  trans- 
portation of  merchandise.  Six  days  in  the  week  are  abundant  for  the  per- 
formance of  all  the  work  which  is  to  be  done  ; and  also  afford  sufficient  speed 
for  all  ordinary  purposes.  Nor  do  the  capabilities  of  the  works  suffer  in  the 
least  from  being  one  day  unused.  Business  can  start  as  well  on  Monday, 
and  go  on  as  prosperously,  after  the  Sabbath’s  rest,  as  though  there  had 
been  no  intermission.  Thus,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  works  and  for 
the  transportation  of  merchandise,  there  is  not  even  a shadow  on  which  to 
found  the  plea  of  necessity. 

And  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  using  our  public  thoroughfares  on  the 
Sabbath  for  purposes  of  travelling.  The  capabilities  of  the  ways  are  ade- 
quate, on  the  six  days,  to  all  demands;  and  men  and  beasts  in  the  public 
employ,  should  no  more  be  called  to  labour  on  the  day  of  sacred  rest,  for  the 
purpose  of  forwarding  travellers,  than  for  the  sake  of  carrying  goods.  Nor 
is  the  State  more  justifiable  in  leasing,  for  money,  its  property  to  be  used  by 
travellers,  than  in  leasing  it  to  be  used  by  forwarding  merchants.  The 
Lord’s  day  should  be  kept  holy.  It  is  sacrilege  to  make  a gain  of  it  in  either 
case.  A virtuous  people  should  repudiate  the  idea  of  hiring  to  any  class  of 
men  the  use  of  the  Sabbath  for  money,  or  of  making  money  from  any  trans- 
actions permitted  during  the  sacred  hours.  If  the  roads  or  the  canals  must 
be  used  on  that  day,  let  the  use  of  them  be  gratuitous.  Collect  no  tolls, 
receive  no  hire  ; it  is  gain  wrongfully  acquired,  and  is  likely  to  perish 
with  us. 

Nor  let  it  be  said  that  our  works  will  be  abandoned  as  a route  of  travel- 
ling, if  we  keep  them  closed  on  the  Sabbath.  If  such  should  be  the  case,  let 
us  still  remember  that  the  keeping  of  them  open  with  a view  of  drawing  or 
retaining  business,  is  a manifest  desecration  of  the  day  for  purposes  of  gain. 
The  motive  is  unholy,  and  the  practice  should  be  discontinued,  whatever 
may  be  the  loss.  But,  would  travellers  abandon  the  route  if  men  should 
observe  the  day  of  rest  1 Probably  some  would  do  so ; and  others,  for  this 
very  reason,  would  give  us  the  preference.  And  if,  on  an  average,  travel- 
ling through  our  State  should  for  a time  be  diminished,  still,  a bountiful 
providence  might  be  expected  to  make  up  the  loss.  We  might  also  look  for 
a speedy  arrival  of  the  day  when  other  routes  shall  have  adopted  the  Sab- 
bath-keeping principle.  Then  will  the  equality  be  restored,  and  with  this 
advantage  in  our  favour,  that  we,  having  set  the  good  example,  have  thereby 
conciliated  the  favour  of  a religious  and  order-loving  people,  and  would  hence 
more  largely  share  in  their  patronage. 

But  it  behooves  us  to  study  other  interests  than  those  which  are  merely 
pecuniary.  We  are  to  look  after  the  intelligence,  peace,  good  order,  and 
moral  principles  of  the  whole  community.  Now  these  are  all  endangered 
by  the  secularizing  of  sacred  time,  and  are  all  established  and  promoted  by 
the  proper  observance  of  the  day  divinely  allotted  to  social  religion  and  pub- 
lic instruction — for,  be  it  remembered,  we  are  social  in  our  feelings ; and 
social  religion  has  the  happiest  influence  on  every  relation  of  life  ; and  the 
seventh  part  of  our  time  devoted  under  our  Creator's  sanction  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  religious  truth,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  moral  principles,  and  to  the 
discharge  of  holy  duties,  must  necessarily  have  the  very  best  effect  on  the 
intelligence,  and  feelmgs,  and  conduct  of  a whole  people. 

On  the  principle,  however,  of  pecuniary  advantage  alone,  it  may  be  that 
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true  wisdom  would  be  manifested  in  duly  keeping-  the  Sabbath.  We  are  not 
a nation  of  infidels.  We  believe  in  an  over-ruling  Providence,  directingall 
things,  whether  small  or  great,  whether  religious  or  secular.  The  Sovereign 
whom  we  acknowledge  loves  righteousness,  and  hates  iniquity.  He  rules 
men,  and  he  rules  nations.  He  loves  and  honours  his  own  law.  He  rewards 
those  who  keep  it,  and  avenges  himself  on  those  who  despise  it.  Individu- 
als he  will  call  to  their  final  account  in  another  world,  but  nations  have 
their  award  in  this  world.  As  he  has  adapted  the  Sabbath  to  his  creature’s 
wants,  and  connected  the  due  observance  of  it  with  his  own  glory  and  with 
man’s  good,  so,  for  both  these  reasons,  his  law  may  not  be  violated.  His  own 
hand  will  maintain  his  honour.  All  nature  subserves  his  purposes,  and  does 
his  pleasure.  He  has  a thousand  ways  of  affecting  our  interests.  The 
floods,  the  fire,  diseases,  frost,  winds,  and  drought  are  his  servants,  and  ex- 
ecute his  will.  The  directing  power  may  be  unseen,  but  the  Christian  will 
not  doubt  as  to  the  real  agency.  The  losses  on  our  public  works  by  drought, 
and  floods,  and  fire,  have  far  exceeded  all  our  Sabbath  earning.  How  much 
of  those  losses  have  been  inflicted  by  our  righteous  Sovereign  for  our  viola- 
tions of  his  law  ordaining  the  Sabbath,  we  would  not  pretend  to  affirm ; but 
we  know  that  our  transgressions  in  this  respect  have  deserved  his  frowns, 
and  that  these  calamities  are  marks  of  his  displeasure.  And,  however  we 
may  view  particular  dispensations  as  to  their  procuring  cause,  or  as  to  their 
design,  still  we  know  that  the  value  of  a benignant  Providence,  even  in  tem- 
poral things,  is  inestimable.  Happy  they  who  so  conduct  themselves  that 
a kind  Providence  shall  be  their  friend. 

To  accomplish  the  desired  aid  in  reference  to  the  use  of  our  public  works, 
two  things  are  needed — public  sentiment,  and  the  favourable  judgment  of 
transporters  and  labourers.  Both  of  these  are  powerful.  We  wish  them 
not  to  act  antagonistically.  We  would  have  them  aid  each  other.  Their 
mutual  influence  will  be  prevalent. 

Public  sentiment  will  be  influenced  by  the  diffusion  of  correct  knowledge. 
To  this  we  have  been  addressing  ourselves.  The  friends  of  the  Sabbath 
have  made  great  exertions  to  communicate  truth  on  this  subject,  and  their 
success  has  been  such  as  to  encourage  their  persevering  efforts.  Let  the 
divine  warrant  for  the  Sabbath  be  made  fully  known,  and  the  law  of  its  ob- 
servance be  universally  promulgated,  and  its  value  be  made  duly  manifest — 
show  its  intimate  and  indissoluble  connexion  with  the  religious,  moral,  phy- 
sical, and  pecuniary  well-being  of  man,  and  men  will,  of  choice,  remember 
the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy. 

To  boatmen  and  other  persons  connected  with  our  canals  and  railroads,  we 
would  address  a few  words. 

You  are  well  aware  that  the  usages  on  our  public  works  are  yet  in  their 
formative  state.  Custom  is  now  making  a law  which  it  may  be  difficult  to 
alter,  and  which  may  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  weal  or  wo  of  gen- 
erations. You  are  the  legislators  for  yourselves,  and  for  those  who  may  yet 
be  your  co-labourers  and  successors.  Let  this  consideration  have  much  in- 
fluence in  directing  your  conduct.  You  will  all  say  that  it  is  highly  desira- 
ble to  have  a Sabbath.  You  assert  your  equal  right  with  all  other  classes 
of  men  to  a day  of  rest ; whether  you  wish  it  as  a relaxation  to  your  bodies, 
or  a refreshment  to  your  minds  ; whether  to  spend  it  in  sweet  intercourse 
with  your  families  and  friends,  or  in  social  religion  in  the  house  of  worship, 
or  in  private  reading  and  meditation,  or  for  all  these  purposes  combined. 
You  have  a right  to  the  day  accorded  to  you  by  your  Creator,  and  it  must 
not  be  withheld  from  you  by  your  fellow  man.  You  assert  that  right.  We 
exhort  you  to  maintain  it  duly.  You  keep  the  day  in  part.  But  some  of 
you  are  too  easily  induced  to  violate  its  sanctity.  There  is  a hurry  of  busi- 
ness, or  a desire  to  reach  a point,  or  a wish  to  excel  a rival,  or  the  entreaty 
of  a kind  employer,  and  you  yield.  The  law  is  then  broken.  Your  purpose 
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has  failed.  Your  conscience  is  wounded  and  weakened.  You  need  firm- 
ness.  Without  this  all  will  be  lost.  Inducements  causing  the  unsteady  to 
waver  will  always  be  presented.  Then  be  firm  at  once,  and  forever  firm. 
Much  depends  upon  you  of  the  present  day.  Let  then  the  Sabbath  be  strict- 
ly kept.  Let  no  inducement  be  prevalent  to  provoke  a violation.  Remem- 
ber that  you  are  now  establishing  a custom,  the  benefit  or  the  tyranny  of 
which  shall  be  the  inheritance  ot'  yourselves  and  your  successors. 

To  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  we  would  say,  there  is  need  of  untiring 
action.  When  the  temperance  men  take  their  ease,  the  cause  declines. 
When  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  their  co-labourers,  remit  their  intense 
exerttons,  religion  languishes.  And  when  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  shall 
relax  their  efforts,  violations  of  the  day  will  multiply,  and  their  work  will 
retrograde.  There  is  for  us  no  resting-place  short  of  Heaven.  We  are  row- 
ing against  the  current,  and  the  moment  the  oarsmen  remit  their  exertions 
the  vessel  floats  with  the  stream.  The  privilege  of  ceasing  from  our  la- 
bours in  this  life  is  no  part  of  our  reward.  We  can  never  so  do  up  our  work 
as  to  leave  it  to  itself.  If  we  would  hold  fast  what  we  have  already  attain- 
ed, we  must  be  still  advancing.  This  will  require  sleepless  activity.  While 
we  are  in  this  world  we  are  to  be  emphatically  labourers.  Our  reward 
now  is  partly  in  the  consciousness  of  doing  our  duty  in  the  service  of  a good 
Master,  and  partly  in  beholding  some  happy  results  from  our  labours.  For 
rest,  we  must  await  our  arrival  in  the  place  of  rest.  When  we  arrive  in 
Heaven  we  shall  cease  from  our  labours,  and  our  works  shall  follow  us; 
and,  brethren,  while  we  proclaim  the  truth  in  this  good  cause,  and  endea- 
vour to  teach  others,  let  us  be  consistent  in  our  conduct.  Let  no  man  see 
us,  nor  ours,  engaged  in  labour,  or  in  travelling  on  the  Sabbath.  Our  ex- 
ample is  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  of  our  teaching. 

The  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the  Convention  were 
ordered  to  be  published,  under  the  supervision  of  the  officers 
and  of  the  Hollidaysburg  committee  of  arrangements. 

The  editors  of  papers  in  Blair,  and  the  adjoining  counties, 
were  requested  to  publish  a condensed  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  voted  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  for  the  use  of  the  house;  and  to  the 
citizens  of  Hollidaysburg  for  their  hospitality. 

The  resolutions  were  all  adopted  unanimously;  the  greatest 
harmony  prevailed;  a deep  interest  in  the  business  of  the 
meeting  was  manifested  by  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
and  by  the  large  assemblage  of  persons  present.  Six  Protestant 
churches  were  represented  by  their  ministers  and  members, 
viz.  the  Evangelical  Lutheran,  German  Reformed,  Episcopal 
Methodist,  Protestant  Methodist,  Baptist,  and  Presbyterian. 
The  meeting  was  one  of  delightful  Christian  intercourse. 

Letters  were  received  from  Rev. Dr.  Durbin,  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer, 
Rev.  Mr.  Spencer,  Rev.  Prof.  M’Clintick  and  others,  express- 
ing a deep  interest  in  the  object  of  the  Convention,  and  regret 
of  their  inability  to  attend  on  the  occasion. 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  the  officers 
for  the  able  and  courteous  manner  in  which  their  duties  were 
discharged. 
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Convention  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  D.  M‘Kivnev. 
The  names  of  delegates,  so  far  as  they  could  be  ascertained 
by  the  committee,  are  as  follows : 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 


Holliday  sburg. 
Rev.  D.  McKinney,  D.  D. 
Robert  Williams, 

William  C.  McCormick, 
Paul  Graff, 

James  D.  Rea, 

A.  McCormick, 

J.  Penn  Jones, 

Henry  Lloyd, 

I.  A.  Landis, 

R.  Lytle,  Sr. 

William  W.  Ward, 
William  Shomo, 

R.  A.  Hamilton, 

Joseph  Dysart, 

Lazarus  Lowry, 

Major  William  Williams, 
John  James, 

A.  I.  Cline, 

J.  M.  Hewitt, 

John  Gorley,  P.  M, 

John  Martin, 

Peter  Hewit, 

T.  R.  Moore, 

Joseph  Reed, 

Samuel  Adams, 

John  Ennis, 

James  Bailey, 

T.  I.  Coffey, 

William  Williams,  Jr. 
Rev.  P.  Anastatt, 

William  Nelson, 

J.  Widensall, 

David  K.  Ramey, 

John  Wertz, 

Andrew  Low, 

George  Stevens, 

William  Elder, 

Nicholas  Montz, 

Rev.  J.  P.  Rockefellow, 
Rev.  H.  We9cott, 

Joseph  Baldridge, 

William  Tompkins, 
Samuel  Williamson, 

A.  M.  Lloyd, 

John  Lingafelt, 

Rev.  William  Mitchell, 
Samuel  Sharer, 

Dr.  James  Coffey, 

D.  D.  Crowell, 

John  Shoemaker, 


John  Bouslough, 

Abraham  Van  Treis. 

Gay  sport, 

Benjamin  Bossart, 

David  Tate, 

Jacob  Berry, 

Samuel  Kennady, 

James  Rhodes, 

J.  R.  Ebaugh, 

James  McLain, 

B.  Henderson, 

John  Lytle, 

David  Martin, 

James  Flemming, 

David  Caldwell, 

Robert  McCutcheon. 

Catharine  Township. 
William  Reed, 

H.  A.  Spang, 

John  Keller, 

J.  McDowell, 

John  Aurandt. 

Newton  Hamilton. 
J.  M.  Vanzant, 

William  Ewing, 

Benjamin  Norton, 

Rev.  E.  Graham, 

John  Zeigler, 

R.  Laughlin. 

Duncansville. 
John  M.  Gibboney, 

William  Ayres, 

H.  McNeal, 

John  Stanley, 

D.  C.  Gibboney, 

Joseph  Williamson, 

G.  M.  Ayres, 

John  Miller, 

William  Walker, 

Daniel  Stayley, 

J.  H.  Fuller, 

A.  Forscyth, 

James  Swives, 

W.  D.  Smith, 

John  Walters, 

J.  R.  Martin. 
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Mill  Creek. 

James  Lane, 

William  Rung, 

Rev.  J.  K.  Holmbold. 

Spruce  Creek. 
Jonathan  McWilliams, 

C.  Wigton, 

G.  M.  Thompson, 

William  Gardner, 

James  Travis. 

Me  Veytown. 
Rev.  P.  Hassinger, 

J.  V.  Creswell, 

Caeper  Dull, 

G.  W.  Mitchell. 

Half  Moon. 
James  Chambers. 

Woodberry. 

C.  W.  Ashcom, 

E.  Beck, 

C.  S.  Funk, 

P.  Keagy. 

Middle  Woodberry. 
J.  Hippie, 

Valentine  Bailey, 

R.  Roliston. 

Alexandria. 
Jacob  Rough, 

Rev.  S.  H.  Reed, 

Rev.  J.  McKinney, 

G.  B.  Young, 

Daniel  Piper, 

John  Porter, 

W.  D.  Shaw, 

Samuel  Isenberry, 

Adam  Leofart, 

Alexander  Stitt, 

Cyrus  Wilson, 

Robert  Laird, 

Peter  Stryker, 

S.  M.  Green. 

Antes  Township. 
Martin  Bell, 

John  Hutcheson, 

Rev.  A.  K.  Bell. 

Huntingdon. 

John  Kerr, 

William  Orbison, 

Rev.  William  Willard, 


Rev.  John  Peeples, 

Gen.  A.  P.  Wilson, 

Charles  Miller. 

Newry. 

Rev.  William  Weaver, 

Elijah  Ferry. 

Ebensburg. 

John  Williams, 

Harrison  Kinkead. 

Shirleysburg. 

James  Kelly, 

George  Ramsey, 

William  Burriston, 

William  McLain, 

James  Templeton, 

Rev.  B.  E.  Collins, 

M.  G.  Collins, 

James  Brown, 

William  McCormick, 

Samuel  Sharar, 

John  Sharar, 

John  Brewster, 

Henry  Brewster, 

Samuel  Shaver. 

Alleghany  Township. 

Rev.  H.  Baker, 

Dr.  G.  D.  Thomas, 

Robert  Moore, 

A.  Robison, 

William  Bell, 

Daniel  Williman, 

B.  Fegait, 

A.  Kayl or, 

John  Maxwell, 

Jacob  Williman, 

D.  McFarland, 

James  Gibson, 

James  Shaw, 

J.  Fralich, 

John  Buel. 

Frankstown. 

James  Morrow, 

G.  W.  Horton, 

Joseph  McCune, 

S.  R.  Cooper, 

William  West, 

S.  R.  McCune, 

George  Ropp, 

John  Riddle, 

James  Condron, 

Joseph  Hileman, 
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South  Woodherry. 

John  Nicodemu8. 

Snake  Spring,  Bedford  county. 
John  C.  McLanahan. 

Williamsburg. 

Samuel  Wampler, 

Joseph  Adams, 

Joseph  Fay, 

Rev.  W.  J.  Gibson, 

Johnston  Moore, 

Isaac  Zimmerman, 

A.  McFerrin, 

Davis  Gibbony, 

Jacob  Shanefelt, 

Samuel  Bender, 

J.  K.  Neft. 

Johnstoum. 

H.  Kratzer, 

Moses  Cannon, 

S.  H.  Smith. 

Martinsburg . 

Rev.  William  Laitzle, 


Rev.  B.  Blake, 

Jacob  Shultz, 

H.  Shoemaker. 

Sinking  Valley. 
Daniel  Ramey, 

Gabriel  Fleck, 

J.  Wilson, 

Rev.  Mr.  Bingham. 

North  Woodberry . 
Samuel  Hoover, 

Isaac  Rhodes. 

Waterstreet. 
Peter  Tippery. 

Springfield,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Mr.  French. 

Lycoming. 

M.  Gamble. 

Philadelphia. 
Rev.  O.  S.  Powell, 

Rev.  William  Hance. 


APPENDIX. 


The  statements  contained  in  the  fourth  resolution  were  con- 
firmed by  reading  a portion  of  the  letters  and  documents,  ex- 
tracts from  which  are  given  below. 

The  first  is  from  John  Wurts,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  to  the  General  Agent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Sabbath  Association. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  was  received  in  due  course 
of  mail;  but  I delayed  answering  it  until  the  arrival,  at  this  place,  of  R. 
F.  Lord,  Esq.,  the  engineer,  who  has  had  charge  of  our  Canal  for  sixteen 
years  past,  that  I might  submit  your  letter  to  him,  and  have  the  benefit  of 
his  personal  observation  and  experience,  as  well  as  my  own,  in  giving  my 
answer. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  was  opened  for  navigation  in  its  entire 
length  in  the  year  1829,  and  no  discrimination  was  made  between  the  Sab- 
bath and  any  other  day  in  the  use  of  the  locks,  until  the  year  1832.  Since 
an  early  day  in  that  year,  however,  navigation  on  the  canal  has  been  sus- 
pended on  the  Sabbath,  as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  company  to  sus- 
pend it,  in  relation  to  which,  however,  it  could  do  no  more  than  inhibit  the 
opening  of  the  locks  on  that  day.  You  will  perceive,  therefore,  that  there 
has  been  a period  of  three  years  of  Sabbath  labour  against  thirteen  of  a sus- 
pension of  it.  The  vast  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  deportment  and 
morals  of  those  who  navigate  the  canal,  has  demonstrated  to  all  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  notice  it,  the  wisdom  of  the  course  adopted  by  the 
company,  if  there  had  been  no  other,  or  higher  motive  than  a mere  question 
of  business-gain  connected  with  it.  The  improvement  in  the  conduct  and 
morals  of  the  boatmen  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  and  congratulation, 
not  only  by  all  connected  with  the  company’s  business,  but  by  every  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  resident  on  the  line  of  the  canal.  Nor  has  this  im- 
provement been  confined  to  the  boatmen  only;  it  is  observed  in  the  popula- 
tion along  the  line  of  canal  also,  who  are  in  no  way  connected  with  its 
navigation,  but  who  (when  the  Sabbath  was  not  respected  by  the  boatmen) 
appearing  to  be  influenced  by  their  pernicious  example,  would  assemble  at 
various  points,  and  turn  the  day  into  one  of  frolic  and  dissipation,  or  of  strife 
and  quarrel  with  the  boatmen.  * * * * 

When  we  first  made  the  change,  it  was  apprehended  by  some  that  large 
masses  of  boatmen  would  be  assembled  in  idleness  at  various  points  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  disorder  thereby  created.  This  apprehension  has  not  been 
realized;  on  the  contrary,  as  I have  already  remarked,  it  is  a day  of  much 
greater  quietness  and  order  than  it  was  before  the  change  took  place.  I 
would  remark  also,  that  the  complaints  of  depredations  and  trespass  by  boat- 
men on  private  property  along  the  line,  are  much  less  frequent  than  they 
were  before  navigation  was  suspended  on  the  Sabbath.  And  that  in  all 
respects  we  now  find  it  much  less  difficult  to  get  along  in  peace  and  har- 
mony with  the  crews  of  five  or  six  hundred  boats,  than  we  used  to  do  on  the 
old  system  with  half  that  number. 
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In  regard  to  the  comparative  amount  of  labour  performed  by  a given  num- 
ber of  men,  horses,  boats,  etc.  under  the  two  systems,  I would  remark,  that 
from  our  experience  we  have  no  doubt  the  preponderance  is  in  favour  of  six 
days  labour.  Mr.  Lord,  who  has  had  sixteen  years  of  experience  on  the 
canal,  and  whose  duties  include  a supervision  of  the  boats,  says  that  if  he 
were  doing  the  work  by  contract  with  a limited  number  of  boats,  and  had 
his  choice  between  six  and  seven  days  labour,  he  would  elect  the  former. 
* * * * 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  present  system  has  been  more 
profitable  to  the  company  and  to  the  boatmen  than  the  old  one.  It  cannot 
be  otherwise  from  the  facts  I have  stated ; and  I should  regard  it  as  mistaken 
economy  both  in  time  and  money  to  return  to  the  system  of  seven  days 
labour.  So  would  the  boatmen.  There  is  not  a doubt  but  at  least  four- 
fifths  of  them  would  earnestly  press  us  to  abide  by  our  present  course  if  the 
question  of  change  should  be  agitated — and  those  who  would  go  for  a 
change  (if  any)  would  be  found  to  be  of  that  class  with  which  we  would 
willingly  part.  Such  also  would  be  the  feeling  among  the  forwarders  and 
others  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  canal ; although  at  the  outset  they, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  boatmen,  were  disinclined  to  the  present  system. 

Having  thus,  my  dear  sir,  answered  as  succinctly  as  I could  the  inquiries 
you  have  made,  I would  remark,  that  in  taking  the  step  we  did  thirteen 
years  ago,  when  I believe  every  canal  in  the  country  was  used  as  freely  on 
the  Sabbath  as  on  any  other  day,  if  the  public  chose  to  use  them,  the  ques- 
tion was  not  so  much,  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  the  measure,  as  what  is 
right — what  is  duty!  Having  no  doubts  as  to  what  should  be  the  answer 
to  such  an  inquiry,  the  course  dictated  by  duty  was  adopted,  and  the  conse- 
quences left  where  they  may  always  safely  be,  under  like  circumstances. 
And  it  is  a remarkable  fact,  worthy  of  at  least  serious  reflection  in  this  con- 
nexion, that  as  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company  is  the  only  one  in 
this  country,  within  my  knowledge,  that  has  for  a series  of  years  refused  to 
open  its  locks  on  the  Sabbath,  so  it  is  the  only  Canal  and  Coal  Company,  as 
far  as  I know,  that  at  this  moment  enjoys  unqualified  prosperity. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  Wurts. 

The  following  extracts  of  letters  refer  to  the  Delaware  Di- 
vision and  Lehigh  Canals. 

Rev’d.  and  Dear  Sir. — * * * * As  regards  the  suspension  of  busi- 
ness operations  on  this  and  the  Lehigh  Canal  on  the  Christian  Sabbath,  com- 
monly called  Sunday,  I can  assure  you  it  has  thus  far  worked  admirably; 
has  given  almost  universal  satisfaction  in  this  community,  as  well  as  to  the 
boatmen  and'  others  concerned;  and  I am  also  satisfied  the  measure  is  not 
calculated  to  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  affect  the  inte- 
rests of  transporters  in  the  least. 

Of  the  moral  conduct  of  our  boatmen  generally,  and  their  demeanour  on 
the  Sabbath  in  particular,  I can  truly  speak  with  great  commendation. 
There  is  none  of  that  disorder  at  the  places  where  they  “lay  by”  on  Sun- 
day, about  which  so  much  apprehension  was  expressed,  in  advance  of  the 
measure  going  into  operation.  In  short,  it  has  proved  a blessing  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  doubtless  has  a salutary  bearing  also  upon  the  morals  of  the 
whole  community  residing  along  the  vicinity  of  the  canal.  * * * * 
Truly  and  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

C . M.  Willi  AMs,  Collector. 


Rev.  Wm.  Hance. 
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South  Easton,  Nov.  17,  1845. 

To  Mr.  Powell: — The  business  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  has  been,  for  the 
season  of  1845,  entirely  suspended  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  has  been  a decided  advantage  in  the  system. 
The  boatmen,  without  any  exceptions,  so  far  as  we  believe,  are  not  only  well 
satisfied,  but  would  be  unwilling  to  make  any  change.  The  business  has 
greatly  increased,  and  has  been  done  with  less  vexation  or  trouble.  There 
has  not,  to  our  knowledge,  been  a single  application  to  pass  the  locks  on  the 
Sabbath,  by  boatmen  or  owners  of  boats. 

Nelson  Hoyt,  Collector. 

Jas.  Dinkey,  Ass't, 

The  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  Alleghany  and 
Portage  Rail  Road  was  made  from  the  most  authentic  sources 
in  1844,  and  is  believed  to  exhibit  substantially  the  facts  as 
they  now  exist.  “ This  branch  of  the  public  works  is  used  on 
the  Sabbath  only  for  the  transportation  of  passengers.”  They 
carried  “upon  an  average  56^  passengers  during  the  season. 
For  this  they  employed  68  men,  18  horses,  and  14  steam  en- 
gines, and  at  an  expense  to  the  state  of  $3613.75,  being  $1477 
more  than  the  income,  when  (it  is  believed)  all  the  income 
would  have  been  obtained  during  the  week,  had  they  not  run 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  thus  $3613.75  saved  to  the  state,  a sum 
sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  interest  on  $72,000  of  the  state 
debt.” 


Remark. 

Some  who  frequently  visit  the  eastern  cities  are  known  to 
avoid  the  canal  route,  because,  in  order  to  keep  the  Sabbath, 
they  would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  packet  and  return  to  it  at  an 
inconvenient  hour,  or  lose  two  days.  It  is  believed  careful 
inquiry  would  show  that  this  route  sustains  great  loss  from  this 
cause. 
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